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Introduction

Early in the paper, the writer should incorporate what “they say” by situating his/her paper as a response to the conversation surrounding the issue he/she has selected. The writer should also state a thesis that previews what he/she will be discussing in his/her paper and why it is appropriate for a semester of sustained research. Finally, the writer should make it clear why the issue matters by answering the “Who cares?” and “So what?” questions.  
Are all these elements clear to you? If so, prove it by repeating these elements back to the writer (feel free to quote the writer directly in your response). If not, describe what is missing and suggest some options for how the writer might go about satisfying these elements of the assignment. 
What the Writer Knows
The writer should explain what he/she knows about the issue already, how he/she acquired that knowledge, and why he/she finds the issue compelling.
Are these explanations sufficient? If so, summarize them and explain why they are effective. If not, explain what is lacking and suggest how the writer might go about providing fuller explanations. 
What the Writer Doesn’t Know

The writer should list the main questions he/she wants to pursue over the course of the semester, how he/she would answer these questions right now, where he/she plans to look for more information. 
Are these elements addressed sufficiently? If so, summarize them and explain why they are effective. If not, explain what is lacking and suggest how the writer might go about addressing these deficiencies. 
Interested Audiences

The writer should describe audiences that are interested in the issue and people who are likely to be allies and opponents. 

Does the writer adequately describe such stakeholders? If so, summarize these descriptions and explain why they are effective. If not, explain what is lacking and suggest how the writer might provide fuller descriptions.
